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run down a child
his refers to ‘Traffic
T
jams eased’. I admire the work done by

the Works Ministry.
However I wouldn’t
say that it has been resolved entirely. Since the
start of this week, from
the signal from Sheraton
Hotel which takes you to
the highway, there has
been a lot of traffic jam
around 8am. Previously
it would take two signals (about five minutes)
to enter the highway,
now it takes four signals
to get through (about 10
minutes).
I don’t mind waiting but at the Sheraton
junction vehicles queue
up from each signal. I
would appreciate it, if
this could be looked at.
Name withheld

Incidentally, no US publisher would print
the book – it was printed in the UK.
Please Mr Balles, continue writing your
articles as they are truthful, well-written
and, for once, fully on the side of the Arabs.
Sheila Roche

Innocent duped

T

his goes out as a warning to all naïve
users of mobiles… please don’t get excited when you receive SMSs claiming you
have won a million bucks from a promotion
going on in the UK.
These are just means
to swindle innocent
folks out of their hardearned money.
I received one such
SMS
last
evening
which got me to thinking… how did those
people get my mobile
number? Either our so-called trusted service providers sold it to these frauds or they
are just wonderful magicians who conjure
spells and spew out mobile numbers.
Whichever the case a lot of innocent people are being duped. There is no such promotion and there aren’t a million bucks being given away. Let’s be careful and not fall
prey to such shams.
VJ

n Too many signals obstructing traffic flow

Have a heart!

I

HAVE been staying in Manama with my
family for five years.
Now the caretaker of the building has told
me to vacate the flat as the other tenant, a hotelier, wants my flat also.
We asked him if he would accept more
than what we have been paying.
He said no.
The caretaker is more interested in giving the flat to the hotelier for his bachelor
staff.
About 25 per cent of the flats in the building are occupied
by hotel staff.
Now I am looking for a flat in this
cold winter, taking
my family along.
Maybe, the landlord will get some
benefit by giving
additional flat to the hotelier.
ES

What’s so difficult?

W

ith reference to ‘Boxing clever ‘
about yellow road boxes, it sounds
pretty straight forward to me.
You don’t enter the junction through the
“entrance” until you can exit through the

“exit”, put what you like in place and I hope
you get rich, but there is no cure for ignorance.
SS

Just a suggestion…

W

ith reference to Moxon’s yellow boxes comments. I would like to suggest
something.
In English “drivers found standing still on
the boxes will be sent back home immediately” and in Arabic it should be something
like “drivers found standing still on the yellow boxes will have to work on Saturdays
and no health centre sick leave notes will be
entertained”.
You will see the result.
Javed

All are equal

T

o the sister, widow of a loving Bahraini
who wants to be happy.
You asked if your in-laws have a heart for
you or not? The simple answer to that is unfortunately ‘no’.
That is why Allah felt the need to mention in
Quran 1,400 years back – for this type of people
– that all humans are equal.
Nobody is superior on the basis of race,
colour or wealth. I wish good Muslims like
your in-laws come back to Quran and try to
understand it properly.
Kaki

What’s in your stars today?
Leo July 24th - August 23rd
If you are a creature of habit when it comes to life,
why not give yourself permission to be a bit freer?
This may even see you decide to be outspoken today,
even over a tiny issue, rather than just being polite
and obliging. Even this little bit of naughtiness can
give you a charge of energy. You can use this tactic if
someone waffles on too much today.
Virgo August 24th - September 23rd
Your relationship prospects can definitely brighten
now, but just how things unfold, may be less predictable than you imagine. For example, if you have your
eye on someone, it may not be them who turns out to
be your long term partner. Then again a bit of a tiff can
spark things back into life between you and yours.

Libra September 24th - October 23rd
The normal things you do can seem a bit tame.
However, ironically it wouldn’t be a surprise if you
launched into a major tidy up or sort out of something
at home, be it the kitchen cupboards or a bedroom
wardrobe. The stream of ideas you have been generating will not be affected. However, it is just a time to
be practical about applying them.
Scorpio October 24th - November 22nd
If you have been cocooning yourself away, something
may happen today which can jolt you into connecting
with others. Perhaps a friend will ring with an offer to
go and see a movie or to catch up on the news. If at
first you feel a little bit withdrawn, just let it be, after
you chat awhile you can feel much more animated.

Sagittarius November 23rd - December 21st
Don’t just accept an unhealthy emotional or accommodation problem. It’s just not like you to do so, so
you will only seethe in silence, so better to make plans
– even if you can’t put them into immediate effect. If
these fester, you will only feel restless. If someone next
door or locally tends to be a bit sly, steer well clear.
Capricorn December 22nd - January 20th
Whatever you do today, try to do it in moderation. If
you feel a bit stressed, any diversionary tactics which
include food and drink would be better focused upon
better quality stuff than junk which contain too much
salt, sugar, fat and starch. Starving yourself of the instant hit all these provide may not be easy, but can
help to soothe your bodily system.
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Forgetting about
the bomb...

D

By Jonathan Power

oes anyone know where the US is up
to in its long, endless, negotiations
to persuade North Korea to give up
the bomb? Does anyone care? Does the
US Senate’s Foreign Relations Committee?
Does the United Nations? Do the European
countries? Does most of Asia?
Try and find one creative word that
anyone has said since the election of
President Barack Obama and you will have
to Google the subject until your eyes are
sore.
Yet there they all whipping up a storm
over Iran which is a long way from being
able to build a bomb, and which if it came
into being could threaten no one.
Israel might persuade itself that it was
under the hammer but in fact Iran would
have no means of miniaturising a bomb
so it could fit on a rocket. For that the
technology is less easy to master than
actually building a bomb. Ask the South
Africans who in the days of apartheid built
a bomb only to find it was unusable. Ditto
for North Korea.
After eight years of erratic US policies
during the presidency of George W Bush –
met by equally erratic and bellicose North
Korean ones – the negotiations ended
up almost where they started following
the fruitful diplomacy of the Bill Clinton
Administration that transformed North
Korea from total intransigence to a willing
negotiating partner.
Indeed, by some counts, this was the
Clinton Administration’s only substantial
and productive foreign policy success.
Well, not quite back to where the Clinton
Administration had to leave off. North
Korea now has tripled the amount of
nuclear weapons’ material in store. Worse,
it exploded a nuclear bomb and probably
has enough material for half a dozen more.
This must count as one of President
George W Bush’s worst foreign policy
feats.
Commitments made in tense but
productive negotiations were not
honoured (and the Republican majority in
Congress in Clinton’s time also torpedoed
commitments made by the administration).
Bush called the regime evil and then
offered aid. It refused to negotiate over the
financial issues at stake with the money
laundering of the Banco Delta Asia – and
then returned the money it had impounded.
Bush’s first secretary of state, Colin
Powell, was made a fool of. After he
declared that the new administration
would try and complete the work of its
predecessor Powell was in effect publicly
repudiated.
The insider work of Vice-President Dick
Cheney and secretary of defence Donald
Rumsfeld pulled the rug from beneath him.
Even at one time when Bush tried to
take a more positive approach, officials
working in committee at the inter-agency
level managed to deflect it – such was the
power of the senior bureaucracy, (a lesson
in the powerless of the presidency that
future presidents should take notice of).
Fortunately, the negotiations were
salvaged by a very determined second
term scretary of state, Condoleezza
Rica, who took personal charge of the
negotiations and empowered a skillful
principal negotiator, Christopher Hill,
to burrow through the labyrinthine of
confusion and misunderstandings that
were now heaped one on top of the other.
In September 2005, the US formally
offered a non-aggression pledge and an
offer, in principle, to normalise relations.
The Rice/Hill push continued forward.
Fuel aid and food were offered as carrots.
The North agreed to disable its nuclear
weapons and other important facilities at
its Yongbyon nuclear complex.
It also said it would allow back both US
and UN inspectors.
But when Washington stalled on
removing the North from its terrorism list
Pyongyang also stalled.
The stalling on both sides has continued
since. The Obama Administration has
continued where Bush left off. By now we
are all asleep. Anyone got any ideas on
what to do next?

